
Three Short Stories

version for Wind Ensemble

Three Short Stories combines musical elements from the world of jazz and Latin American music with compositional techniques found in classical and 20th century concert music. Originally Three Short Stories was written in 2001 as a duo for viola and bassoon and recorded by Brian Dembow and Judith Farmer on my CD “Short Stories”.

This new arrangement explores the fusion of traditional writing for wind ensemble with big band gestures and chamber music techniques. 

The first movement - Uncle Bebop - is an uptempo romp which switches back and forth between jazzy, slightly swinging elements and more rock-oriented passages. The movement settles down briefly in a short quiet section before picking up speed again for returning to the opening material for an energetic finish. 

Rays of Light is lyrical in character, and presents many of the ensemble’s instruments in soloistic, often unaccompanied settings. A few interspersed ensemble passage, their instrumentations growing in size as the movement progresses, pave the way for a final, regal tutti ending.

The title of the third movement - Latin Dance - already gives away its character. This is a fast, lively piece of music, exploring rhythms found in Latin American music while using a slightly dissonant melodic and harmonic language.
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