Thin Air 

for violin, viola and violoncello

“Thin Air” is a piece in three movements (“Mountain Goat”, Twilight” and “Paws”) of approximately 12 minutes in duration. It was originally composed in 2002 and then revised in 2005.

Most of my concert music is programmatic in nature, and it usually has something to do with human beings (psychological situations, how people relate to each other, philosophical concepts, feelings, tributes to people I admire etc.).

Thin Air, however, is largely inspired by nature, more specifically by a trip that my wife and I took a few years ago to the California Sierras.

The first movement - Mountain Goat - exuberantly describes the joy of being up at 10,000 feet, with the blue skies, the fresh breeze, the clear lakes and streams, the meadows with wildflowers, the wildlife ... in short, it’s about everything that makes these mountains attractive.

Twilight is about the time of the day there when everything changes. The sky exhibits the most dramatic colors, the wind dies down, the sounds of the day disappear and the sounds of the night begin to be heard. It is an overall feeling of calm.

Paws had its inspiration in our two cats. After slipping on an underwater rock at the end of our vacation and being forced to lay low for a while afterwards, I had more time than usual to observe what our two felines were up to. It then it dawned on me that my life wouldn’t be complete unless I wrote a piece of music for them!

Musically, Thin Air both draws from the classical tradition of chamber music writing and the influences of contemporary jazz. Thin Air is published by Doblinger Music Publishers of Vienna, Austria.
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