Silences

for flute, harp, violin, viola and violoncello
“Silences” originated as a commission by the Vienna-based Aeolus Quintet, with support from the Austrian Ministry of Education and the Arts. The inspiration for this piece came from the score to a student film which I composed while studying at Berklee College of Music in Boston. The main theme of the score became the main theme of this composition, presented as a flute solo at the beginning of the piece. From there on the composition develops independently from the score, additional material is introduced and the music slowly builds towards a harp/violoncello ostinato, which provides the background for a restatement of the main theme by the violin and the flute. This section leads into the most energetic part of the piece, a blues-rock ostinato with the flute and viola carrying the melody, capped by a fortissimo staccato rhythm with the flute and the violin soaring in the high register. Having reached that point, the piece starts to wind down, eventually settling into a harp ostinato while the strings fade in and out of somber harmonies. The flute enters again with fragments of the main theme and closes out the composition. 

The title of the composition refers to the general pauses - silences - in the first part of the piece. They are employed as compositional tools, framing musical events and seperating them from each other in order to provide space for reflection and afterthought from side of the listener. 
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