
STILL WATERS 

“Schoenberg meets Bill Evans” - that was pianist Gloria Cheng’s reaction upon receiving the music for Still Waters, referring to the piece’s harmonic language as well as its musical gestures.

Melodically, Still Waters builds on an initial two-note motif which periodically reappears in various harmonizations.

The programmatic imagery of the piece is that of a calm forest lake (as it is in Mount Desert Island, the fourth movement of my piano quintet New England Travelogue). Every now and then its glassy surface is disturbed by an event of nature - a slight breeze, a fish rising, waterfowl landing or taking off, a cone falling from a tree by the shore ...
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