
Sketch Book 

for violin, clarinet and piano 

“Sketch Book” is a collection of three short programmatic pieces, “Green Island”, “Night Breeze” and “Chromatic Train”. The 14 min. composition was commissioned in 2007 by the Verdehr Trio and Michigan State University. 

“Green Island” is dedicated to the memory of jazz saxophone great Michael Brecker, who passed away in 2007. Also present in this upbeat movement are memories of two long-ago trips to Ireland, a country that left a deep impression on me. The musical references to this are not that obvious, but can be detected in the main theme at the beginning and the end. 

The inspiration for “Night Breeze” was the visualisation of a 

moonlit front porch somewhere in the rural Southern U.S. A slight, warm breeze is rustling in the trees, accompanying the dialogue of the violin and the clarinet. At one point it stops ... and gently picks up again. 

A train pulled by a steam engine was on my mind while 

composing “Chromatic Train”. It is first encountered leaving the 

station, slowly chugging along. We then get to listen in on an 

animated conversation between two passengers (violin and 

clarinet). The harmony in this section is expanded to include all 12 notes of the chromatic scale. After an interlude, in which the theme reoccurs in a different context, the train speeds up and is finally on its way.        
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