Reflections

for violin, clarinet and piano

This piece originated as a commission by the Verdehr Trio and Michigan StateUniversity. It was premiered on March 5, 2000 at the Phillips Gallery in Washington, DC and has since been performed at Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall in New York and other venues in Europe and the United States.

“Reflections” is a composition in one movement of approximately 12 minutes in length. Like my other chamber music works it contains a good measure of jazz spirit, paired with harmonic and structural elements of 20th century concert music. 

From a programmatic point of view, one could say that “Reflections” is  an evolutionary piece, a composition about how we develop as human beings,  the motto being: “Without any actions there would be nothing to reflect on”. The “acting” is done by the violin and the clarinet in constanly developing individual - and ultimately joint - statements, while the piano peridocally “reflects” on these statements, evaluates them and brings them in order before the next “actor” enters the picture. And - as in any personal development - the further the piece goes, the closer it moves back, mirror-like, towards its opening statement, or - in other words - itself. The energetic coda signals that no development is ever completed, that life goes on ...
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