
PASSAGE TO VIENNA is a 16 min. composition for piano trio in one movement. It was commissioned in 2012 by Opus Tomorrow, the new music project of the South Bay Chamber Music Society.

The underlying programmatic theme of the piece is a musical voyage from present-day America to early 1900’s Vienna, and back. The majority of the musical material used in this composition is presented during the introduction by the solo piano. The strings pick up the main theme from there, backed by a gently pulsating piano accompaniment, resembling the movements and rhythms of ocean waves.

A jazzy violin solo is heard early on, but the mood soon shifts more and more towards material resembling the work of the great masters of turn-of-the-century Vienna - Schoenberg, Berg, Webern. After having spent some time in this beautiful city the piece signals that the return trip is near. On its way back to America, familiar material reappears, but this time informed by the European visit. Jazz returns, but dissonances linger on ...
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