NIGHT SHIFT

for solo piano

Night Shift was composed in 2005 and is dedicated to pianist Delores Stevens.

The composition in one movement - about 8 minutes in duration - is about an imagined dream. It starts out with a lullaby harmonized in the way of a jazz standard, followed by a section in which the soon-to-be-dreamer is slowly drifting off. The piece subsequently turns into a series of loosely connected musical dream segments before gently returning to its initial lullaby theme. The different segments carry programmatic subtitles which were inspirational to me during the composing process. Most of them are self-explanatory, but I should mention that the third segment - “I Am McCoy” - refers to the playing style of jazz piano great McCoy Tyner. 

The subtitles may be helpful to you as well but are by no means meant to restrict your own imagination when playing this piece.

Night Shift is recorded on the CD “Common Ground”(Albany Records, TROY854) along with other of my chamber music compositions.

Gernot Wolfgang,

Los Angeles, March 2006  

