Jazz & Cocktails 
for violin, violoncello and piano 

“Jazz & Cocktails” is a piece in one movement of approximately 12 minutes in duration. It was commissioned by the Cambridge Commission for Music from Salem (NY) and received its premiere in 2004.

My concert music has always been influenced by jazz elements in one way or the other. In the case of this composition - since I knew that the theme of the premiere concert was going to be “Crossover Music” - these influences are quite dominant. 

The inspiration for “Jazz & Cocktails” was a ficticious cocktail party, the kind that one could easily imagine taking place within a Woody Allen movie. The piece is full of conversations between the individual instruments. The tone of these conversations runs the gamut from exuberant to pensive, from light to serious, from happy to melancholy. At times more than one instrument is “talking” at the same time, at others a player is holding a monologue or seems deeply lost in thought. And throughout this all, the sound of jazz keeps reminding us that the party is going on.

Musically, “Jazz & Cocktails” contains references to a number of my favorite composers and performers, both in thematic or orchestrational ways. Duke Ellington, Dimitri Shostakovitch, McCoy Tyner and Maurice Ravel are being paid tribute to at one point or another. We live in a time in which borders between musical styles are dissolving. I see ample evidence that this trend will continue, to the better of music, I believe.

Gernot Wolfgang

Los Angeles, December 2005

