Impressions

for clarinet, bassoon, horn, violin, viola, violoncello and double bass
“Impressions” is a composition in three movements - “Carnival in Venice”, “Dream” and “Country Road” - of approximately 17 minutes duration. The inspiration for the individual movements came not so much from actual experiences, but rather from my imagining looking at a painting of, say,  a carnival in Venice. I then proceeded to try to capture my impressions in music.

In my concert works I always try to blend 20th century compositional techniques with elements of contemporary jazz. In this piece you can also hear additional influences of rock rhythms and Anglo-Saxon folk music, in the first and third movements respectively.

“Carnival in Venice” describes not only the fun and upbeat aspect of a carnival, but also tells about its less obvious dark side. Musically, the movement starts out with a jazzy main theme in a 7/4 feel introduced by the clarinet and bassoon. Two energetic sections dominated by the strings and the horn lead to a quieter, introspective segment played by the strings alone. After that the main theme enters again, this time in a very different context. Again the horn and the strings drive the following section, culminating in an ensemble unison of repeated notes which marks the climax of the first movement. From there on things move gradually towards the reprise, this time presented by the violin and viola. A rhythmically charged coda conludes the movement.

“Dream” - the longest of the three movements - is a slow, moody waltz. For me, the melody together with its underlying harmonies create a dream-like athmosphere with a comfortable, slightly otherworldly feeling. Almost every instrument in the group has featured solo passages here. “Dream” is a quiet counterpoint to the lively activity of the first movement.

“Country Road” closes out the composition, a short impression of an imagined car ride somewhere in the American West. The backbone of the movement is a pattern of repeated sixteenth notes, introduced by the violin and viola and reminiscent of fiddle style playing techniques. The cello is the main carrier of melodic material.

“Impressions” was commissioned by Pacific Serenades, a Los Angeles-based chamber music series, and received its premiere performances in May of 2002. It is scheduled to be published by Doblinger Music Publishers of Vienna, Austria.
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