“CONTINUUM III  -  Fantasies for a Blue Bassoon” was commissioned in 1997 by the Austrian Chamber Symphony and was premiered on October 20 of that year at the Konzerthaus in Vienna, Austria under the baton of Ernst Theis (the featured bassoonist was Martin Machovits).  The piece is the third in a row of compositions which have one defining musical element in common: the gravitation of musical events around a central tone, which in each case is the point of departure for the development of the individual pieces. The other two compositions are:  “CONTINUUM I  -  Everything is True” (written in 1989 for bass clarinet, trombone and string quartet), and “CONTINUUM II  -  Dance with the Devil” (written in 1994 for soprano saxophone and string quartet).

“CONTINUUM III”, which is scored for single woodwinds, 2 horns, 2 trumpets, tenor trombone, 5 percussion, piano, harp and strings, could be described as interconnected “variations for bassoon und chamber orchestra”, thereby forming a one-movement piece of about 14 minutes in length. The composition is based on the following characteristic, reocurring elements:

-
the above mentioned concept of the central tone

-
the main theme - first presented by the bassoon - which is based on a wholetone-

          halftone scale 


-
a second theme of lyric character - also introduced by the bassoon - which is 
based 

          on augmented maj7 chords

-
a tritone motiv, which serves as the bass line during the exposition of the main

 
theme and reappears in the course of the piece in various instruments

-
quartal harmony

-
metallic percussion textures (with added harp and piano)

-
last but not least - the blues.

“CONTINUUM III  -  Fantasies for a Blue Bassoon” is published by Doblinger of Vienna, Austria.

