
ALPINE STORY is a one-movement composition of approximately 14 minutes. The piece was commissioned by the Tiroler Kammerorchester InnStrumenti, based in Innbruck, Austria, with the support of the State of Tyrol. It received its premiere with this ensemble in the fall of 2004 in Innsbruck.

As in all my concert music works, grooves - rhythms from jazz, funk, rock & roll, world music, electronica etc. - play an important role within the musical structure. While their parts are not necessarily soloistic, the percussionists are featured as the providers of the rhythmical backbone of the piece.

From a programmatic point of view, ALPINE STORY recalls my memories of living in Innsbruck, where I grew up, and interweaves them with experiences I had after moving to Los Angeles fifteen years ago. Musically speaking, I chose a theme which - if put in the right context - could easily be imagined as the melody of a folk tune from the Alps. Here it is embedded in a rhythmical pattern influenced by the work of artists like Pat Metheny and Steps Ahead from the early 1980’s, which is the time period in which I last lived in Innsbruck. Besides these groove-oriented passages there are other American influences in the work as well. Barber and Copland served as inspiration for the more contrapuntal sections of the piece, while its quiet, more dissonant sections - in which a string quartet emerges as a calming soloistic voice - have their roots in my writing for film/TV. The composition’s narrative is non-linear, much like the kind often used in motion pictures or literature, where cutting back and forth between different locales and time periods has long been an effective storytelling technique. 
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